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Duo Displays Connectedness

----------------------

enny Zeitlin doesn't cxactly

fulfill the mannered, Barbra
Streisand-*‘Prince of Tides”
image of a psychiatrist. Tall,
angular, white-bearded, his
long body jack-knifing across
the piano keyboard, Zeitlin
looks more like a mad musical
scientist, single-mindedly in
search of the missing chord.

But a psychiatrist is what he
is, and a jazz pianist as well,
faithfully pursuing both pro-
fessions since the '60s. Zeitlin's
performance at the Jazz Bak-
ery Friday night was a rare
opportunity to hear him work-
ing the musical side of his
faculties in tandem with a per-
former who is perfectly suited
to his exploratory style of play -
ing—bassist David F'riesen.

Both artists are gifted, cut-
ting-edge soloists whose inter-
action with each other seems to
occur on an almost symbiotic
plane of connectedness. In a
program ranging from a gently
grooving standard, “The Touch
of Your Lips,” to a passionately
up-tempo rendering of Miles
Davis’ ‘“Deception,” the duo
played a series of improvisa-
tions in which implication and
inference took precedence over
straight-ahead, declamatory
statement. Zeitlin's piano solo-
ing, for example, rich with
contrasts of color and texture,
told its stories in a non-repre-
sentational language of clus-
tered harmonies and fleet
bursts of melody. Friesen,
meanwhile, spun out bass lines
that skipped over and through
the pulse, generating tremen-

dous forward momentum.
—DON HECKMAN




